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BUT COMPRAEHENSIVE 


ACCOUNT, & 
5 *, perſuaded that abundance of my coun- 
| trymen would yladly be informed of the rife 
and progreſs of the American War, from a perſon 
that hath lived many years on the ſpot ; hath been 
eyewitneſs ; hath likewiſe had ſingular advantages 
by converſing and trading with people of all the 
Provinces, ſo as to know their minds and diſpo- 
ſitions. The contentions at home have aroſe, and 
ſtill continue, through want of information among 
unprejudiced men. Now, as I have lived many 
years in America, and followed a ſingular branch 
of buſineſs in New York, which brought me ac- 
quainted with people of all the Colonies; and 
alſo with both Engliſh and Provincial armies, 
have had opportunities of more certain knowledge 
of thoſe things than others who have them only 
by hearſay, &c. and being deſirous that my 
countrymen may be properly informed, am here- 
by induced to publiſh this account without parti- 
ality, and from no party principles, but with the 
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fole intention of ſetting the affair in a clearer light 
than has hitherto been done; and I hope my 
mentioning certain ſects in America, greatly con- 
cerned in ſtirring up the Provinces to reſiſt 
and revolt, will not be eſteemed factious, but be 
looked upon as neceſlary in the relation, and ſhall, 

in as decent a way, and as impartially as is in my 
power, for the ſatisfaction of the public in fo 
ſmall a treatiſe, be as ſhort, and as brief as I can. 


T ſhall begin with the following piece publiſhed 
in Mr Gaine's New-York Gazette, in the year 


1779, viz, 


Mx Gai NE, 


In turning over ſome old papers lately, I hap- 
pened to meet with one of your Gazettes, which, 
curioſity prompted me to look into. It was 
printed in the year 1755, and contained a dream 
which ſtruck me very much. | 

1 am told the author of this dream is well 
known ;——that he was one of the moſt reſpec- 
table characters in this city, diſtinguiſhed by his 
probity and fweetneſs of temper ; and this dream 
is a proof of his good ſenſe and difcernment. 

A violent republican faction was rampant here 
zt that time; the leaders of it were aſſiduous if 
diſſeminating principles of ſedition and democracy 
through America in a ſeries of periodical papers, 
entitled, The Independent Reflector and Watch 
Tower. This gentleman clearly perceived the 
deſign of thoſe Republicans, and the conſequen- 
ces.that were likely to attend their labours. He 
makes this dream the vehicle of his ſentiments 

on the fubject, and what he conceiv:d thoſe con- 
ſequences would * be. nk 


— 


t 

The preſent wanton, rebellion ſhews that he 
judged rightly ; he foreſaw when the minds of 
the people were poifoned with antimonarehica 
| principles, nothing but a favourable occaſion 


(which time in ifs ſilent lapſe could not fail to pre- 

ent) was wanting, to- produce rebellion and 
The coinciderice of the times he fixes, with 
the dates of the rebellion, is very remarkable, 
and one would be tempted to think that -he had 
a prophetic view of the calamities which were 
ſpeedily to overwhelm this country. 


As the dream is curious on this and other ac- 


counts, I ſend ĩt you, and requeſt that you would 
reprint it in your next Gazette. 
It may ſerve to convince ſome of your readers, 
that the preſent rebellion ſhould be referred to a 
very different ſource from ſome Acts of Parlia-. 
ment; ——that men of judgment, more than 
twenty years ſince, certainly looked for ſome 
ſuch conyulſion as the preſent, and conſidered it 
as unavoidable. Republican principles joined to 
religious prejudices, and both mingled with am- 
bition, were the real cauſes of this rebellion ; and 
had theſe Acts never exiſted, ſome other occaſion 
would have been undoubtedly found for the pur- 
poſe. The fatal train was laid ;- it was very eaſy 
to ſet fire to it. This may aſſiſt us further ia 
forming an opinion of ſome patriots on the other 
fide of the Atlantic, who once favoured the re- 
bellion; and who, to fpeak in the moſt charitable 
way of them, judge without knowing, and 
decided without examination. The evil lay much 
deeper than thoſe patriots apprehended, or rather 
chaſe to apprehend ; and required a cure and regi- 
men totally different from whatthey could preſeribe. 


E 43 
I ſhall only add, that the preſent titular, moſt 
excellent, and moſt mild governor of New-Jer- 
ſey, Mr Livingſtone, was one of the principal 
writers of the Independent Reflector, and Watch 


Tower, which occaſioned the dream. He ſtood. 


forth the furious champion of Republicaniſm and 
Preſbyterianiſm in thoſe papers; as he did more 
lately in the American Whigg. His writings in 
each, breathe the ſame gentle fpirit which is fo 
conſpicious in his late proclamations and addreſſes. 
He new ſhines in his proper ſphere, and is per- 
fectly conſiſtent with himſelf ; for he is only rea- 
lizing and reducing to practice, the principles 
which he had been propagating through the for- 
mer part of his life. | 


Ma Gaixe, 


Although it is rhe part of old wives to be fond 


of telling dreams, and perhaps I may be dubbed 
on old woman, as well as my betters ; yet I hope 
it will not be taken much amifs if I communicate a 
dream to the public, which was impreſſed on 
my mind in the moſt lively manner, (the night af- 
ter reading that incomparable dream in the Watch 


Tower, No. 11.) the contents whereot ſhall re- 


colle&, which are as follows : 

] dreamed there had been a great revolution 
in England; that another Lord Protector had 
uſurped the Throne: That all laws and cuſtoms 
were entirely changed, and every thing modelled 
and put on the ſame footing as they were in the 
days of Oliver Cromwell, whoſe laws were revived 
and reprimted; in conſequence whereof, indepen- 
dency was eſtabliſhed, and biſhops lands, tythes, 
and other eccleſiaſtical revenues were inveſted in 
the new clergy : That the Act of Toleration was 


I'8- . 


oy * FI 
n 
1 


1 


repealed, and preſbytery and independency were 
by proclamation declared to be ſynonimous terms; 
and that we had been under a protectoral govern- 
ment four years in this Province, and the go- 
nee "if of New-York and Connecticut were 
Unite 5 . | 3 . 
While theſe viſtonary ideas were diſturbing my 
natural repoſe, I dreamed I beard the printers men 
cryiag the New-York Gazette, of whom (1 was 
ever defirous of knowing the worſt of things) I 
purchaſed. one, which made ſuch aſtrong impreſſion 
on my mind, that I perfectly remember the con- 
tents yet; which are as follows ; x | 


The NEW-YORK Gazette, Ne— 
May 20th, 1775. 1.29 


| London, January 27th, 1275. 
The Lord Protector has publiſhed a very ſe- 
vere proclamation, forbidding all perſons, on 
what pretence ſoever, to worſhip God in any 
other way, than in that which is by law eſtabliſſi- 
ed ſince his acceſhon, | 5 
| Jan. 28. One James. was committed to 
Bridewell laſt night, for ſuffering the Quakers 
to hold an unlawful meeting laſt Sabbath in his 
dwelling houſe. . 1 | 
Hartford, (in Connecticut, May 12. Since 
the happy revolution, and the revival of our old 
laws, we have the pleaſure to ſee the Lord's 
work go on with ſucceſs ; all different perſuaſions 
do again pay our miniſters, which is ſaid to be a 
great help to many of our towns in the back ſet- 
tlements. £33 EE 
Asferd, May 21. John Faithful, an old man 
of the church of England, aged 85, was 3 
| 62) Whip- 


1 | 
whipped 20 ſtripes, for being ſo obſtinate as to 
negle& and refuſe to go to the meeting; the 
like to which he had alfo. been done, it is faid a- 
bove 20 years ago. | 5 | 

New-Haven, May 15. Laſt week two ſons 
of the miniſter of the church of England there, 
were juſtly expelled Yeal College, for preſum- 


ing to go to church to hear their father preach, - 


no church pupil being allowed to go to church 
there theſe ſeveral years. | 
Extract of a letter from a miniſter in the county of 

Albany, to the affeciation in New-Tork, dated 


May 5, 1775. | 
Rev. Sirs, I doubt not, in all human proba- 


bility, and by the aſſiſtance of Divine Providence, 


we ſhall by common bleſſing in the Lord's due 
time, when he ſhall think fit, for his own abun. 
dant glory, to have the happineſs to ſee the 
powerful work of religion flouriſh in the vine- 
yards in this part of the Lord's Zion, even as it 
doth in divers other parts of his heritage : For 
the bleſſed fruits of my miniſtry ſhjne forth 
more and more daily, of which the bearer can 
teſtify unto you, leſt I ſhould be thought to 
boaſt. The Dutch are not ſo averſe to paying 
miniſters rates now, as formerly. Truly the 
harveſt in this country is great; but the labourers 
few: There is room for no leſs than fifteen meet- 
ing-houſes more than are at preſent. O! that ! 


could once ſee them filled with the Bleſſed Saints 


of the Lord; I could then wiſh, with holy Si- 
meon, with a divine eulogy, Now letteſt thou 
thy ſervant depart in peace, for mine eyes have 
ſeen thy ſalvation. I hope to ſee the bleſſed time 


\ When the church of England, an@'the Dutch, with - 


the fulneſs of the Gentiles, when the true . 
| ers 


* 
— 
5 * 


v - 
- alt 


WW 


7 


S * . * 


. , LT 
n Aut 
„ - WW. 3 þ / 4 


8 - % 
* & * on 
1 3 ro, 8 nern 5 vor - 
Lo dl ion er OR eg. Def e Tr re our ur er bets 


* 1 5 
7 1 I 0 


4 a 3 11 * % "yu 
> * <a * * 2 2 — 3 
J.. CC ate r 


45 
iT 
* 


1 


ſters of our religion, ſhall cover the earth as the 
waters do cover the ſea; then may the ſaints re- 
Joice in glory and ſing aloud, on their beds, with 
the praiſes of the Lord in their mouths, and a 
two-edged ſword in their hands, to execute 
vengeance on all the heathen, and puniſhment 
upon all thoſe of the Engliſh and Dutch churches, 
that will not comply. Oh! then may we ſay 
ſuch honour have all his ſaints. 
From your fellow. labourer, 
HzEzRERKIAH CANTER. 


Weſtcheſter County, May 14. Many of the 
people called Churchmen and Quakers, are re- 
moving from hence, as well as from Long Iſland, 
through an obſtinate refuſal of hearing and pay» 
ing taxes to our miniſters. 

We have advice from Fluſhing, on Long- Iſland, 
that Obadiah Lamb was publickly whipped 21 
laſhes on the back, in that place, by order of 
Juſtice Jonadab Plumb, for having the impudence 
to tell the Rev. Mr Jotham Wheeler, paſtor of the 
firſt church in that town, that the friends had 
ſuffered more under the little finger of Preſby- 
terians or Independents, than under the biſhop's 
loins. O! the infatuation of theſe Heretics ! 

New-York, May 20. laſt week Aminidab 
Touchy procured a bill of divorce at our ſupe- 
rior court againſt his wife Deborah, by reaſon of 
her having for ſome time eloped: It appeared 
upon the tria!, that the occaſion of her eloping 
was that he had long miſerably abuſed her, and 
at laſt cruelly beat her, for perſiſting in going to 
the church of England, which yet, through many 
tribulations, obſtinately continue their aflembling- 
for public worſhip. 

B To- 
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To-morrow noon, two books, one entitled En- 
gliſh, the other Preyſbyterian Eloquence, are to 
be burnt at the Royal Exchange, by the hands of 
the common hangman. 

On Saturday laſt departed this life, in an ad- 
vanced age, the Hon. Wm. Tallow, Eſq; he was 
a gentleman remarkable for his fluency in con- 
verſation, and ſtrict unalterable attachment to the 
Solemn League and Covenant: He, for a long 
ſeries of years, enjoyed a good ſtate of health, 
and having arrived to a good old age, went off 
juſt like the expiring ſnuff of a candle. His remains 

are to be interr'd this afternoon in the Preſby- 
terian meeting houſe, (formerly the New Dutch 
Church) and a funeral ſermon is to be preached 
by Mr. Brazen-face, A. M. 

Laſt Sabbath day, the Dutch performed di- 
vine worſhip for the laſt time in the ſaid North 
Dutch Church, agreeable to an act paſſed laſt 
ſeſſions, by which it was among other things en- 
acted, That the ſaid church ſhould be governed 
by a majority of its members; which laſt week 
was carried in favour of the preſent glorious 
eſtabliſhment. The whole congregation conſiſt- 
ed of about 80 perſons, the reſt being chiefly re- 
moved to Holland, Coraccua, and Surinam.— 
The Domine pathetically bewailed the ruin of that 
once flouriſhing church, and reminded them of 
their paſt folly, in having ſo long been deluded 
by their enemies; firſt by admitting an Engliſh 
miniſter, under pretence of being ordained in 

Holland, to preach among and infatuate them, 
which he then undertook to ſhew, was contrived 
by their enemies; firſt to divide them, and then 

to bring them over to the Engliſh Preſbyterians, 

i. e. Independents, 2dly, That they had been 

; baſely 


. 


r 


F | WE 
2 2 © ; 3 1 % 


E 


baſely impoſed upon, and ſeduced hereunto by a 
miſchievous writer (as he ſaid) who with a baſe 
republican view, above 20 years ago had ſet up 
for a great patriot and reformer, under the title 
of, The Independent Reflector, and afterwards 
that of the Watch Tower. 3dly, That they had, 
notwithſtanding repeated cautions to the contrary, 
without any manner of reaſon, entertained jealou- 
ſies of the church of England, with whom they 
had always lived in perfect harmony, and good a- 
greement, and might have ſo to this day, and 
flouriſhed to the end of time. He added, we are 
well aſſured that for ſeveral years, the gentlemen 
of all our beſt families have generally been Free- 
Thinkers, and that of late, in their clubs, they 
have many of them openly declared themſelves 
down right infidels, and ſome times in their cups, 
made a horrid ridicule of all religion. Such are 
the dying groans of the poor Dutch church ! 

On Wedneſday was our commencement, when 
12 young gentlemen oh their degree of Batches - 


lors of Arts ;—parts f their Theſes are as fol- 


low, viz. | | _ 
1. Omnis auctoritas, tam civilas quam eccleſi- 
aſtica, oritur ex populo, i. e. All authority, as 
well civil as eccleſiaſtical, is derived from the 
people. | 

2. Rex ſecundum populi ſententiam, non agens, 
eſt tyrannus, i. e. A king that does not act accord- 
ding to the will of the people is a tyrant. Ergo. 

3. Omnes reges hujuſmodi ſunt ſemper deolan- 
di, 1. e. All ſuch kings are to be beheaded. 

4. Regimen Eccleſia democraticum ſuit ah 
ZEterno. i. e. The independent form of church 
government was from all eternity, Ergo. 
| "> 2 
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5. Epiſcopi non ſunt juris divini magis quam 
geographi. i. e. Epiſcopacy is no more of divine 
right, than geography. 

6. Hzretici ſunt penitus exterpands; i. e. He- 
retics are to be utterly extirpated. 

7. Quicunque aſſociationum noſtrarum ſenten- 
ties repugnat eſt Hæreticus et ergo extirpandus. 
i. e. Whoſoever contradicts the opinion of our 
aſſociations, is a Heretic, and therefore to be ex- 
tirpated. 

8. Simbolum Athanaſii raſioni rectæ contra- 
dicit. 1. e. The Athanaſian creed contradias 
right reaſon: Ergo. 


9. Non datur talis trinitas. i. e. There is no 
ſuch Trinity. 

10. Unus tantum datur fidei articulus ; ſcillicet ; 
Jeſum eſſe verum Meſſiam. i. e. There is but 
one article of faith; namely, that Jeſus is the 
true Meſſiah. 

11. Formula procum omnes ſunt inſtitutionis 
mere humana. i. e. All forms of prayer are 
merely of human appointment. Ergo. 

12. Oratio quæ diciter dominica non eſt divinæ 
inſtitutionis. i. e. That which is called the 
Lord's prayer is not of divine appointment. 

On Friday laſt his Excellency gave his aſſent 
to the following acts. 


1. An act for the more ſpeedy recovery of 
miniſters rates. 


2. An act for building 62 meeting-houſes in di- 


vers parts of this government for public worſhip. 


3. An act to diſable all perſons differing in 
ſentiments of religion from the preſent eſtabliſhe 
ment from ſitting in the aſſembly. 


4. An act for demoliſhing the dove, and tak- 
ing away all the rage of the whore of _——— 
that 


1 


that had been ſet up and uſed in the Preſbyterian 
meeting, and to forbid holding public worſhip on 
Chriſtmas and New-year, which has by degrees 
crept in. . 

5. An act to perpetuate an act, entitled, An act 
for ſuppreſſing Heretics with ſome amendments. 
The laſt of the above acts is chiefly copied 
from an act of the legiſlature of Connecticut, 
paſſed in former times, which may be ſeen at 
arge in their body of laws, page 49, old editi- 
on. A few extracts from which we hope will 
not be unacceptable to our readers. 

Firſt it is enacted, That no one ſhall entertain 
any Quaker, Ranter, Adamite, or any other 
Heretic, upon penalty of fiye pounds for every 
ſuch entertainment, and five pounds per week 
for every town entertaining, &c. 2dly, Such 
perſons to be impriſoned, or ſent out of the Co- 
lony. 3dly, No unneceſſary diſcourſe to be held 
with ſuch Heretics on penalty of 20s. for each 
offence. 4thly, None of their books to be read 
or kept in houſes on penalty of 10s. for each of- 
fence (Magiſtrates and Miniſters only excepted). 
5thly, No Maſter of veſſel to import Heretics on 
penalty of 2ol. cc. : 

Catalogue of books ſold by the Printer hereof, 

1. Democracy, i. e. Anarchy the only Chriſtian 
government. : | | 
2. Actual ſtripes neceſſarily conducive to inte- 
lectual illumination; or the neceſſity of perſecu- 
tion for the conviction of Epiſcopalians, Dutch, 
Quakers, &c. together with an appendix, ſhew- 
ing how well the ſame anſwered. the pious defigns 
of our forefathers, both in old and new Englaad,- 
in former times, 3. Chriſtmas, New-year, Eaſter, 
&c. contrary to true Chriſtianity. 4. The New- 
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England verſion of pſalms, with explanatory notes, 
by the Rev. Eleazer Mather, M. A. 5. Good 
works prejudicial to ſalvation. 6. A ſermon ſet- 
ting forth the glorious merit of murdering kings, 
by J. Mayhew, D. D. miniſter of the ſeparate 
meeting at Boſton. 

„ o be SOLD, 

All the lands belonging to the Engliſh and 
Dutch congregation in this city ; for titles and 
conditions of ſale, enquire of us the ſubſcribers, 
heing the committee appointed for the diſpoſal 
thereof, N. Chance, W. Dyingſton, W. De 
Hettes, J. De Morino, C. Gilmore, O. Wells. 

From the time of my landing at New-Vork, 
26th April, 1768, and near all the ſummer fol- 
lowing, Gaine's New-York Gazette was well 
ſtuffed with ſcurrilous language againſt the dif- 
cipline of the church of England, ſo that a ſpirit 
of bigotry and a fiery zeal for the Preſbyterian 
party was manifeſt in all theſe pieces, which were 
certainly believed to be wrote by Mr Livingſtone. 
In the winter following, he having buſineſs in an 
office where I was writing, I had an opportunity 
of ſeeing and hearing him converſe. On his leay- 
ing the office, I was told, This is our American 
writer. This ſpirit of oppoſition and thirſt for pre- 
eminency appeared plain and evident, often as 
occurrences offered, and as if the Continent was 


toodmall, ſome of the different Provinces, inſtead. 


of yielding, ſtrenuouſly contended with each other 
for title, nay trifling things, ſo that the New- 
England people became very troubleſome neigh- 


bours ; and men of the ſame profeſſion in the 


Province of New-York, ſhewed very little of the 
meekneſs of him they ſtile them followers of. 
This was a common complaint both in religious aud 

| ſecular 
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ſecular matters: for inſtance, a few miles from the 
city, in the neighbourhood of New-Ark, New- 
Jerſey, a kind of buſhy common had been uſed by 
two different perſuaſions, viz. church-people and 
independents, but ſome difference ariſing about 
each party having equal right to put their cattle on 
the ſaid common, Mr Rogers, Preſbyterian miniſter 
in the city. of New-York, hearing thereof, conve- 
ned theIndependents together in a ſecret manner, in 
that part of the country where they dwelt, and 
encouraged them to claim the ſaid common, not- 
withſtanding it had been uſed in common by both - 
parties time immemorial : this even one of the In- 
dependents abhoring, divulged the fecret advice, 
whereby the Rev. Mr Rogers loſt the good opi- 
nion of the public in a great meaſure, but not e- 
nough to be ſufficiently deſpiſed for ſome years af- 
ter, when he gave up the plain ſimple gofpel to 
politic preaching, to the prejudiſing many againſt 
government; yet many of his hearers were drawn 
by him into a ſpirit of reſiſtance, by which may 
be ſeen the diſpoſition of certain miniſters and 
people in America, who retain the fame ſpirit as 
their anceſtors did many years fince in England. 
Mr Murray ſays the American war ſeems to have 
proceeded from two cauſes, an exceſſive deſire of 
dominion in government, and an exceeding jea- 
louſy in the Colonies of miniſterial defigns againſt 
their natural rights, and fixing all the evils and 
diſtreſſes that have been the conſequences of the 
rebellion on miſmanagement of government, and 
excuſing the Colonies, nay explodes ſcripture that 
ſeems to make againſt them, frees them from all 
the villanies, murder, and rapines committed all 
over the Continent, through men of bad princples 
aſſiſted by lawlefs wretches, many of — 
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driven to America by the laws of their country, 
being felons; and theſe and ſuch like perſons are 
employed to diſtreſs the peaceable inhabitants. 

Surely a Preſbyterian miniſter of all men was the 
moſt improper perſon in theſe days to write the 
hiſtory of the American war; their principles, if 
they do not lead to rebellion, do not guard againſt 
it; does not Mr Murray perfectly know that his 
brethren in America have been the promoters, 
and ſteadily continue to preach to and perſuade, 
and encourage the ignorant, and all they have 
any influence over, that it is the glorious cauſe, 
and Gods cauſe ? and amongſt the thouſands of 
Preſbyterians that have eſcaped to the city, from 
their taſk-maſters and blinded 2 eſpecially 
the Scotch laity, who have ſeen through their 
ſnares, and on our meeting accidentally and dif- 
courſing on the times, delivered their ſentiments 
in ſuch expreſſions following, Ah! Mr Maſon, 
Seceder miniſter, did na da weel; how ſhameful 
to ſee Mr Rogers and Mr Treat walk the ſtreet 
with cockades at their hats formerly: How abo- 
minable was it to ſee communicants in mobs, and 
to hear their miniſters pray for the deſtruction of 
the ſhipping and troops when croſſing the Atlantic! 
And as there is frequently more or leſs of the Pro- 
vincials almoſt daily flying to the city for refuge, 
when an opportunity offers, who amounted to up- 
wards of 25000 a year ago, beſides thouſands in 
arms, there is conſtant intelligence from the Pro- 
vinces; but amongſt all theſe, not one Preſbyterian, 
Papiſt, or Seceder miniſter. And the Preſbyterians 
in the city, as ſuffocated with former politic preach- 


ings, many of them ſeldom or never frequent any 


place of public worſhip ſince, notwithſtanding Mr 


White, formerly a ſchoolmaſter, a Highlagdman, 


1 
a Refugee from Carolina, preaches every Sabbath 
day ; as alſo, a low Dutch Calvaniſt, and a high 
Dutch Preſbyterian miniſter preach in Engliſh. 
One proof whereof, amonglt many that may be 
brought, Mr Murray, born near Aberdeen, ten- 
ant in one of my rooms in the city of New-York, 
on my aſking why he never attended any preach- 
ings, anſwered ſeriouſly, I went with my brethren 
to meeting and ſacrament, ſo long as I could in 
conſcience join with them, but on Mr Treat's 
praying for deſtruction on the troops coming acroſs 
the Atlantic, being perſuaded of the badneſs of 
their cauſe from the beginning, and ſuch a prayer 
appearing to be repugnant to ſcripture, I ſaid, ler . 
« deſtru&tion come upon me if ever I hear you more 
& until you alter your principles.“ But Mr Mur- 
ray, in his hiſtory, hath endeavoured to exculpate 
his American brethren, and, in ſhort, hath taken 
ſuch treedom with government, in defending 
the implacable enemies of Great Britain in Ame- 
rica, (although they have done every thing in 
their power to ruin the mother country) as 1s a- 
ſtoniſhing, and ſuch impudence 2 common 
offenders. If this is not a land of liberty and mild 
government, where ſhall we travel to find its equal? 
O! my countrymen, would to God you all were 
perſuaded that no people are ſo happy as Britons; 
and do not unprejudiced Engliſhmen know this, 
and are they nov well aſſured that the Engliſh 
Preſbyterians, and men of the ſame principles, 
made religion a ſtalking horſe for the perpetrat- 
ing every villany a hundred years ago ; and thar 
men of the ſame ſpirit have poiſoned the minds of 
the miſguided Americans to their deſtruction. 
Such an account as the ſaid author hath given, 
= N 6 might 
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might be ſuſſicient to ſet the whole nation in a 
blaze. Well might William Dier ſay, When mi- 
niſters fall, they become de vils; and no ſet of men 
ever hath done the evil that theſe have done, and 
have been always employed by Appolyan, as his 
choiceſt inſtruments: and as we have ſeen ſo much 
of their hypocritical proceedings, let us be deter- 
mined ever to be aware of them; for God's ſake, 
let every goſpel miniſter beware of politics and 
bauling our againſt thoſe that differ from them in 
ſentiment ; politics do not belong to their pro- 
vince, and their medling with other profeſſions, 
cauſes ſenſible men. to deſpiſe them. The ridicu- 
lous proceedings of miniſters in America have tend- 
ed to make a number of Deiſts, for men will not 
now, as in dark ages, reverence a man becauſe 
he has got the title of Reverend, when it is plain to 
a demonſtration, although he preaches the goſpel, 
aims at and praſps at all he can catch to live 

well, and to look as a compleat gentleman. 
Having an opportunity the firſt ſummer to come 
to the knowledge of the minds of the chief men 
in the Province, concerning ſubmitting to the En- 
gliſh government; having the honour of being 
in Beverly Robinſon 32 s family, and allowed 
much freedom in converſation, I had a particular 
account of the evils and deſtructions that the 
ſowers of ſedition had occaſioned, in oppofing the 
Stamp Act; that among many outrages and diſ- 
tructions committed by the lower claſs of people, 
Mr Robinſon's tenants were minded to ſeize his 
farms and pay no more rents ; among theſe were 
ſeveral of the Quakers, expecting the period when 
anarchy would take place, and ſuppoſing a re- 
volt was at hand. Mr Robinſon was obliged ts 
bring them to reaſon by ordering a party of men 
againſt 


1 


againſt theſe daring robbers. What a train of evils. 


are the movers of ſedition guilty of; the rude and 
giddy once being encouraged to break looſe, no 
man's property or perſon is ſafe ; and thereby 
thouſands of opulent fortunes have been ruined, 
and all this occaſioned by a reſtleſs ſet of men, 
mad for independency and other favourite tenets, 


The Rev. Mr Bearſley, now in New-York, in 


diſcourſing at my houſe on the enmity of the 
New-England Preſbyterians againſt the church of 
England, inſtanced the following remarkable 
ſtory as a proof : His grandfather had three bro- 
thers Engliſh Preſbyterians, Oliver's party, but 
all removed from Old England, and ſettled in 
New-England ; but his grandfather having bu- 
ſineſs ſome ſmall diſtance from his habitation where 
he was known to be a churchwan, the people 
cried out to each other, behold the devil is come 
to town, by way of deriſion; ſo that time nor 
place could not alter that bigotry their fathers 
were poſlefled of, See the prejudice of edu- 
cation, when cloſe to nations of ſavages, when 
anity was neceſſary, and an example of bro- 
therly love expedient to convince the heathen 
there was ſomething ſurpaſſing their knowledge 
in Chriſtianity, and notwithſtanding rhe many en- 
gaging accounts we have had not many years 
ſince, of the pious New-England people, yet a- 
mong great numbers, with whom I have had deal- 
ings and converſation, to my aſtoniſhment, I 
hardly ever found their religion amount to tole- 
rable morality ; their character being contentions 
among themſelves, ſelfiſh, over-reaching, and ſuch 
practices uſed among their young people, as In- 
dians are not charged with in the wilds of Ame- 
rica. As the Americans are very ſorward in aſk. 
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ing queſtions of ſtrangers, I had an opportunity, 
in turn, of finding out their favourite tenets ; I 
was ſoon convinced, altho' the duties on ſeveral 
articles from the Weſt-Indies were very trifling, 
yet abundance of goods were got into their ſtores 
and cellars without paying a farthing duty. Mr 
Alſop, one of the congreſs, dealt largely in the 
ſmuggled tea, and I have been informed of his 
having 60 cheſts of green tea at once, hid in his 
ſtore ; and indeed I know not of any merchants 
of note in the city, that had the Jeaſt ſcruple of 
cheating his Majeſty as much as lay in their power; 
this very thing, along with about double the 
quantity of goods, it was ſaid, was laid in before 
the revolt, eſpecially by the Boſton merchants, 
than was cuſtomary, which, with the large ſums 
due to England, was a very ſtrong incitement to 
a breach on the firſt opportunity to get rid of 
their creditors at once. 

On April 1769, I began a ſmall manufactory 
in the city of New-York, which I continued un- 
til the fire, September 1776, and in a leſs degree, 
through my great loſſes by the fire, until Auguſt 
24th, 1779, when I left the city. Here I would 
obſerve, that before I began the above ſmall ma- 
nufactory, until the beginning of the rebellion, 
there was not the leaſt appearance of a manufac- 
tory either in the woollen or linen on the Conti- 
nent. Yet what vaunting accounts we had in the 


public prints before the time I ſhipped for Ame- 


Tica, cannot yet be forgot by the public, and I 
never could hear of there being any manutattory 
in the city except one, ſome little time before my 
arrival, which was ſoon annihilated : There was alſo 
on my arrival, a pitiful buſineſs; a woman heck- 


led their flax, and that flax was given out to ſpin- 


ners, 


r 
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ners, but this alſo quickly came to nought, the 
two men that carried it on, venturing on the 
woollen way a little, were quickly impoveriſhed, 
ſome of the citizens loſing conſiderably by them; 
and I would have my countrymen not to be haſty 
in crediting every account from that quarter, Iy- 
ing accounts being looked on as neceſſary to 
awe or diſcourage my countrymen. On the com- 


mittee's being formed, Mr Sands, a member, pro- 


poſed to me his deſire of having my aſſiſtance in 
carrying on a woollen manufactory; I anſwered, 
if a perſon had almoſt the room we were then in 


| full of dollars, it would be loſt in carrying on ſuch 


a manufactory extenſively, — the wool being dear 
and ſcarce, and the work people high wages. 
It was therefore dropt, and inſtead thereof only 
making coarſe linen, and tow cloth was begun 
and continued until their removal into the country. 
They employed their tow cloth for tents, and 
part of the linen for rifle- men's frocks, dying them 
with logwood, and others worſe, ſome white, 
ſome flaxen colours ; and as every article turned 
ſcarce and very dear, two cauking pins for a halt- 
penny, rum four times the uſual price ; and a 
year after coarſe unbleached ſheeting,was ſold at 
two dollars per yard at Philadelphia: How empty 
are all the boaſting of the friends, in this country, 
of the rebellious Americans; it's long ſince they 
began to feel the bad effects of liſtening to their 
deceitful chiefs, and Preſbyterian miniſters on 
that ſubject. In the ſame year, 1769, ſeveral of 
the citizens behavirg ſcornfully to the 16th re- 
giment who lay in the. barracks, there was ſeve- 
ral ſcuffles by parties on each fide, in what is 
called the fields; in the city and towns, people 
often boaſted of their driving the ſoldiers into the 
bare 


WI 


barracks, the ſoldiers not daring to uſe their 
arms ; but in a ſhort time Colonel Robertſon (now 


General) as if to humour the fraQious in the city, 


ſent the above regiment co Penfacola, In the year 
1770, Mr Alexander M Dougal ſetting vp for a 
patriot, and medling too far with the aſſembly at 
New-York, was put into goal a ſhort time: N 45 
being much talked of in theſe days, it was faid he 
had 45 virgins viſiting him in prifon at once, ſo 
that a ſpirit of contradiction and haughtineſs pre- 
vailed, and a conſtant averſion to be directed or 
governed ; he becoming very noted, I enquired 
how I ſhould know him; I was anſwered, ** There 
is always a knot of people about him in the 
itreers when out, and he will be dictating with 
gravity; he is a violent man for hberty.”—And . 
he hath thriyen well of late, being made a Ge- 
neral and x companion of the American Chiefs. 
As for the Boſton ſaints, when they and their 
brethren fent about gooo men into Canada a- 
gainſt Quebec, on their paſſing through that Pro- 
vince were far from being liked ; a prieſt with a 
party of Canadians fell upon a party of them, 
and Mr De Ell, a Scotchman, an acquaintance of 
mine, whoawas decoyed to go with the ſaid ex- 
pedition, told me, that the poor Canadians hav- 
ing heard of the character of the Boſton people, 
uſually cried out, O! Boſtonians, do not kill us, 
and we will give yon any thing in our houſes! 
The ſaid De Ell, after travelling to Quebec, and 
back to New-York, upwards of 1600 miles in 
the ſaid expedition, had fix months wages due, 
(he was one of their artillery men,) but could 
not get any thing on his arrival, and petitioned 
General Wooſter for aſſiſtance, but had not 
received any thing jult before the King's troops 

| | | took 
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took poſſeſſion of New-York ;. bad work and no 
pay z but I have frequently heard the Congreſs 
ſoldiers murmuring for want of their pay, as paſ- 
ſing them in the ſteets; yet they were neceſſitated 
for want of employment to bear arms. Mr Mur- 
ray ſaying their generals and ſoldiers were eſta. 
biſhed on a better foundation, and the latter bet- 
ter pay than the King's troops, is an entire falſe- 
hood; and his uſing Gee on trade, with teſpect to 
America, is not fair, that author being too old, 
and with re ſpect to its produce and trade, before 
the unhappy conteſt, is not true; for before this 
war they had a profitable trade in wheat, indico, 
tobacco, flax-ſeed, barrelled beet and pork, pot- 
alhes, of which they exported large qantities, be- 
fides abundance of own-made rum, gin, brandy. 
They alſo made abundance of chocolate, tallow- 
candles, ſpermaceti ditto, ſoap, &c. duty free. 
They had alſo, abundanee of ſhips in trade. 

I carried over a conſignment of Iriſh linen, 
&c. for every yard ſquare the exporter had 12d. 
draw-back, and the Colonies had a large bounty 
for encouragement in railing hemp, and the eſta» 
bliſhed inhabitants in general lived comfortable, 
but that woful ſpirit of independency being deep- 
ly rooted in the New-England Preſby terians ſince 
the days of Oliver Cromwell, leavened and 
ſower'd their tempers, fo that it was impoſlible for 
government to pleaſe them, as every thing done by 
government was conſtrucd to be intended againſt 
their welfare. But let it got be ſuppofed chat 
this was a general caſe in all the Provinces; I 
often heard the farmers, eſpecially of the church 
of England perſuaſion, in Connecticut and New- 
York governments, on obſerving that their hot - 
headed neighbours would bring diſtreſs on the 


country, 


being in connection with Great Britain: This is, 
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country, and ſecing themſelves and property in 


danger, declare they earneſtly defired to have all 


diſputes ſubſided, when as yet there was no vio- 
lence committed on either ſide. My. country- 
men, I never had, nor ever expect a penny 
from government, and that nothing but mercy 
and truth conſtrains me to write. It muſt be al- 
lowed that it's natural for me to wiſh well to a 
country wherein I lived of choice eaſy and well, 
for eleven years and four months; and moreover, 
I have left a lawful daughter behind me, ſettled 
on a plantation, whoſe huſband, among many 
thouſands, hath been, after long reſiſtance, for- 
ced to take up arms and join the Americans. And 
if it was poſſible to ſuppoſe any thing would do, 
but ſubduing the preſent revolrers, ſhould be 


glad it were carried into execution, but am 


certain, ſhould the King's troops withdraw and 
leave the Continent, (which is the defire both of 
the incendiaries in America, and alſo of ſome of 
our pretended patriots in Parliament, there would 


be nothing but contentious blood and ſlaughter 
among{t themſelves, for the tenets of the Pro- 


vinces are ſo oppoſite to each other, and the o- 


ver-bearing temper of the New-England govern- 


ment, being bent on their favoured way of 
church and civil government, that ſtriving for do- 


minion would occaſion continual broils, and the 


refugees who have put themſelves under the pro- 
tection of government, who cannot be leſs than 
30000 out of every Province, and are now ſecure 
in New-York, from the violence of the infatua- 


ted Congreſs, would fall an immediate facrifice to 
the rage and cruel diſpoſition thereof. It is well 


known, that the Continent cannot ſubſiſt without 


and 
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and has been the opinion of ſober men theſe years 
paſt over all the Provinces. The rebellion has 
ſubſiſted only through the lenity of government, 
and indolence of our main army, and the revolt- 
ers wantoning on the half of the largeſt eſtates in 
the Continent, but are daily loſing favour with 
thoſe who at firſt went in with them, the country 
going to deſtruction, there not being men left to 
till the ground ; and two years ſince, linſey-wool- 
ſey, worth 1s. in England, was ſold for 20s. New- 
York currency, about 60 miles from the city, and 
ſundry other articles exceſſive dear; others not to 
be had at any price; and conſidering the blood 
and treaſure ſpent for the Americans, the long 
credit given their merchants, many beginning with 
trihing capitals, with ſundry other indulgences, 
equity required ſuitable returns, And what hurt 
could the ſtamp act have done, it would not hurt 
the lower ſort, or thouſands of families that had 
begun new plantations in the buſh, as it is called, 
not one 6d. in a life-time 3 and conſidering the 
following articles, duty free, it will appear, that 
nothing but ſtubbornneſs, heightened by wicked 
men's writings, along with other reaſons formerly 
obſerved, occaſioned a refuſal of the ſtamp a&, 
and a determination to obey no acts of Par- 
liament whatſoever. It is allowed by the Jews and 
ſenſible people in New-York, that the preſent re- 
volt reſembles thatof the Jews extent in hiſtory, un- 
der the Romans before the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 
moſt of any other hiſtory extent. Joſephus ſet 
before the Jews the imprudence and folly of ſuch 
a revolt, as long as he durſt with ſafety, the 
prieſts and people being mad for it, and eſpecially 
a large body of people that bore the character of 
robbers: There was likewiſe men in America, 
| "Mo : Who 
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who wrote and reaſoned at the appearance of the 
American revolt; ſhewing impartially, the incon- 
ſiſtency thereof, and their impotency in ſuch an 
attempt. Men born in the country, both Dutch 
and Engliſh, reaſoned with all their might, and 
concluded that ſuch ſteps would not do ; but they, 
as poſſeſſed with devils, ruſhed on againſt the ad- 
vice and inſtructions of their beſt friends, to the 
ruin of the country, the tranſported felons going 
heartily in with it, of whom I have juſt as much 
hopes, with many others hot for independency, 
becoming uſeful and harmleſs ſubjects, as I have of 
highwaymen, until they arrive at Tyburn. 

The following are the prices of ſundry articles; 
formerly New-York and New England rum 1 5d» 
and 17:d, per gallon, _— 15. gd. gin and 
waters of different names very cheap, Jamaica rum 
28. or 28. 4d. chocolate 10d. per Ib. coffee Iod. 
I have bought brown ſugar in barrels at 328. per 
cwt. and upwards, New-York currency, and the 
Tivers being large and many, it is an eaſy matter 
to ſend their produce to market, and the old 
planters were in general in good circumſtances, 
lived eaſy and very comfortable; and ſome of my 
countrymen going over and throwing away their 
fortunes for want of judgment, not ſubmitting to 
act for others, until they had acquainted them- 
ſelves with the country, is no argument againſt 
the Americans being able to a bear part of the 
burden with the parent country. 

This ſmall treatiſe not allowing room for the 
occurrences in 1771, and years after, until the 
Boſton people deſtroyed the tea, which action I 
mentioned to Mr Livingſton's friend, would cer- 


tainly be attended with fatal conſequences ; he 


anſwered, They could not help it; he meant they 
| had 
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had determined againſt ſubmitting in any wile to 
the Britiſh Parliament. As to the battle on 
Buaker's-hill, I could never get any of the New- 
England army to confeſs they there loſt _ more 
than 45 men, which I was thoroughly ſatisfied was 
entirely falſe. On the King's troops entering the 
Cit of New-York, having a particular informa- 
tion from Mr Sellers of the 27th regiment, who 
was on the ground, and nearly inſpected the num- 
bers ſlain, he ſaid, that notwithſtanding a great 
number of the Provincials were buried in a large 
ditch, made by a number of hands employed to 
bury the dead, before he made a ſurvey ; yet the 
flain of the Provincials were ſo many, that he could 


not determine which fide was the greateſt loſer.*” 


As to extolling the valour of the Provincials, as Mr 
Murray does, it is abſurd, and without foundation: 
the Provincials gave themſelves out to be upwards 
26000 men, and had every convenience of life, 
and the King's army only about 6000 on their 
leaving Bolton, much ſtraitened for proviſions, 
why then did not the Provincials make an aſſault, 
to overcome ſo ſmall a number; muſt it not be a 
laſting proof of cowardice ? Do not ſay they were 
afraid of deſtroying their friends in the town, for 
ſo far as they durſt venture near it, they fired 
upon the town without reſpe& of perſons ; more- 
over, it is and always was affirmed, that Waſh- 
ington durſt not truſt his army, viz. for their 
cowardice, and their ſhameſully thooting from be- 
hind fences, walls and trees, and from houſes, be- 
ſides taking an aim and ufing rifles, with every 
mean artifice and unprecedented way of carrying 
on the war, which Mahometans would be aſhamed 
of; and no man of principle can defend the eva- 
ſive arguments of Congreſs, in not fulfilling arti- 
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cles agreed on between Burgoyne and Gates. 
—As to General H—e not croſſing the river, and 
ſurrounding the Provincials, the day after the defeat 
on Long Iſland, it has been a matter of great ſur- 
priſe to all the friends of Government in the city, 
eſpecially ſuffering them nine or ten days to carry 
off the cannoa and every thing in the city, which 
might aſſiſt them in a large fort nine miles from 
thence and other places, to the annoyance of the 
King's troops afterwards. It was ſaid, the G ] 
was told in time of the flight of the Provincials, 
and a New-Jerſey man among them told me, they 
were quivering on the brink of the river two 
hours, waiting for boats, and that if but a hand- 
ful of men followed them of the King's troops, 
every man of them would have been drowned, or 
ſurrendered themſelves in ſuch a fituation : on 
the Provincials coming acroſs the river to the city, 
they made a moſt miſerable appearance, and ſup- 
Poſing the King's troops ſhould follow quickly, 
were under dreadful apprehenſions ; a company 
came running paſt my door, the ſtreet leading 
to the boat-landing, from the Jerſey fide, they 


happening to meet their captain, © cried out, 


We are making home ;** he anſwered, © Every 
man for himſelf now; but thoſe who had run 
into the country, finding neither army nor ſhip- 
ping to move, altho' the King's was within can- 
non ſhot, and many of the {hips of war only 
a little out of cannon ſhot, began to recover them- 
ſelves from their late confuſion, therefore ſet 
about carrying off the cannon, mortars, and 
other kinds of ammunition, and alſo proviſion ; a- 
bundance, of which paſſing by my houſe to go by 
water up Hudſon's river, and a great many wag- 
gons were employed by land on the {ame * 
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All this time, which laſted nine or ten days, the 
Engliſh army and ſhipping continued almoſt entire- 
ly inactive; and how/to account for this inaQtivity, 
when an opportunity offered to put an end to the 
war, the people of New-York have ever been at a 
loſs ; but every friend to government, wiſhed and 
hoped that the Engliſh army would have encloſed 
the Provincials, and the ſhipping ſurrounded the 
city, and put an end to farther bloodſhed. 

I have always looked upon the committees eſta. 
bliſhed over the Provinces to be the main bulwark 
of the revolters. I would obſerve, that they are fo 
ſtationed, as to have an eye over their neighbours, 
and, having authority from Congreſs, ſo that on 
bare ſuppoſition they ſend a file of ſoldiers for a 
man, examines and deals with him according to 
their pleaſure. The moſt favourable uſage to the 
ſuſpected of New-York and country people, was, 
that they ſhould take an oath not to take up arms 
againſt the country, though Mr Murray would 
ſhamefully have it believed that all America were 
as one man for arming. Not ſo, the aſſembly and 
chief of the gentlemen, in New. Vork Province and 
city, were very many of them againſt it; many re- 
fuſed, and were put in gaols, numbers of whon, 
died; many ſeeing no hopes of releaſe, rather 
than periſh, have enliſted; others flying from 
their habitations, towards the city, for refuge, 
have, in the way, been cruelly uſed and loſt their 
lives. It they happened to reach the city, their 
eſtates and effects were ſeized, their wives and 
children ſent after them in diſt reſſing circumſtances. 
— The diſtrefſes brought on by the Provinces, by 
means of the Committees, is beyond deſcription. 
Prior to the fixing Committees, we had our Aſſo- 
clations, 'Town-Meetings, hand-bills thrown into 
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the houſes and diſperſed abroad, Aſſociation arti- 


cles carried from houſe to houſe for ſigning. We 


had very ſtrong reaſons alledged for ſo doing, viz. 
To oppoſe tyranny and popery from taking place 
or ſpreading over the country. Here I would have 
my countrymen to beware of crediting the pro- 
moters of Aſſociations and Committees of Corre- 


ſpondence, leſt Committees of Safety ſhould be 


the next ſtep, and law and juſtice be at an end in 
this country, as it is in America; and tyrann 

and oppreſſion, not liberty, as deceitfully fer ror 
by deſigning men, be the conſequence. I have ob- 
ſerved preſbyterians, ſeceders, and baptiſts, eſpe- 
cially their miniſters, were the people principally 
concerned in the American revolt; let us examine 
alſo into preſent diſtractions in England, and com- 
pare palt and preſent behaviour, and we ſhall find 
that, although theſe men loudly exclaim againſt 
every thing that does not ſuit their taſte, and all 
for the national intereſt, yet as their brethren and 
friends in America uſed the fame plea, there is 
too much grounds to doubt their ſincerity, and 
obſerve, that although they are aſſured that the 
American Congreſs calling to heaven to witneſs, 
is nothing but prophane policy, and although they 
know only a ſmall part of the whole continent 
heartily go in with the revolters, yet they would 
have you believe the bulk of the continent are 
againſt government; and the above-mentioned mi- 


niſters, of different ſects, have ſtrained every nerve 


to foment and continue the rebellion in America, 


only out of a party ſpirit, and it is really believed, 


they have been ſatisfied they can make nothing of 


it, yet they are following the ſteps of their Ame- 


rican brethren, in fomenting difcord, raiſing jea- 


louſies in the minds of the people, and vindicating 
thoſe 
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thoſe that are in open rebellion; ſo that if they are 
allowed to proceed, nothing ſhort of the troubles 
in America need to be expected by the people in 
this land, where families that made a genteel ap- 
pearance, have been robbed and plundered, and 
their eſtates taken from them by a ſet of vile men. 
See a proof, among thouſands that might be 
brought, of the glorious American liberty :— 
James Moor, a Quaker, who entered to my houſe 
and buſineſs on my leaving the city, having a large 
freehold eſtate of land and houſes, beſides cattle, 
ſheep, ſtock and crop, as it is called, being continu- 
ally teafed by the Committee-men, and others of 
the ſame ſtamp, to take up arms, until he was 
weary, and daily in danger of his life, for he de- 
clared his miſchie vous neighbours ſeemed as if 
they wanted to tear*him in pieces, yet when car- 
ried before their chiefs, could lay nothing to his 
charge, and when entirely wearied out, left his 
eſtate, which they ſeized, and, according to the 
uſual proceedings of his Excellency, the Titular 
Governor Livingſton, the eſtate was fold, and up- 
wards of 500 pounds worth of moveables ſeized. 
Behold the liberty Mr Murray ſtands up for with 
firmneſs, and which ſundry others loudly clamour 
for. If they had honeſty and integrity to endure 
ſuch uſage, only one 6 months, I believe they would 
gladly beg to enjoy the protection offered by the 
preſent government. But the ſame complaints are 
common againſt the preſbyterians in Germany, 
that are in other places of the Globe. Mr Siſe, a 
native of Germany, now an inhabitant of New- 
York, told me they are fo much diſliked in Franck- 
fort, that they are not allowed liberty to build a 
meeting, but at ſome diſtance from the city, on 
account of their reſtleſs cavilling diſpoſition z and 
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it is plain, through the whole of Mr Murray's acs 
count of the American war, that his account is 
truly partial, clearing the Coloniſts in all their 
proceedings, and painting every thing on the ſide 
of government as ridiculous, heaping together 
abundance of borrowed accounts, which, to per- 
ſons that have been eye-witneſles of the proceed- 
ings of the Colonies, and thoroughly acquainted 
with their principles and tenets ſeveral years be- 
fore, are of no force, knowing, whatever the 
Americans might offer or proteſt concerning their 
wanting to continue under the protection and go- 


vernment of Britain, was contrary to the deter- 


mined reſolutions of the preſhyterians in New- 
England, and many others of the ſame fraternity, 
and thoſe, by artful inſinuations, arguments. and 
writings, had corrupted ſundry perſons of other 
perſuaſions. This being allowed, it is eaſy to ac- 
count for their revoiting, which had been long me- 


ditated, and nothing but a proper ſeaſon wanting 


to throw off all ſubjection. In one place he will 
have the Colonies, in the laſt war, both willing 
and able to defend themſglves, and conquer the 
French and Indians, and afterwards owns they 
were obliged to borrow ſix millions of England, to 
pay their own troops; and is it not well known 


that it was owing to the valour of theſe brave men, 


the Highlanders, that the Indians were brought 


under, and that, to the ſcandal of the colonies, the 


Americans deſerted the ſoldiers and ran away, and 
left our countrymen to combat alone. The folly of 
the Preſbyterian miniſters in America, is deſpiſed 
by all people, and made a mock of in every com- 
pany acroſs the Atlantic. Thoſe that had been 
brought up and baptized, and tanght by them, 


having contracted ſuch a diſlike to them, having 


ſuſfered 
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ſuffered ſo great hardſhips and heavy loſſes by 
their preachings for bloodſhed and ſlaughter. And 
it is well known to all that have lived in America 
for any conſiderable time, that the continent and 
ſea coaſts have laid at the mercy of the King's army 
and ſhipping ; and had America been accounted a 
common enemy, and clemency had not intervened, 
the rowns would have been laid in aſhes long ago; 
at leaſt there was ſufficient ſtrength to accompliſh 
this. The aforeſaid author gives large encomiums 
of General Montgomery, aud, to ſpeak freely, I 
have often obſerved that many miniſters take good 
care to pleaſe the multitude ;z but I have been well 
informed, by one of his family, that Montgomery 
was, in a manner, compelled ro enter into the 


Provincial army, contrary to his mind, thro! his 


father-in-law's preſſing and urging every argument; 
and when he was prevailed on and overcome, he 
very imprudently finiſhed his courſe, his men not 
following him in the aſſault ; and it was affirmed 
that his father-in-law, Judge Livingſton, hanged 
himſelf ſhortly after his ſending his ſon-in-law to 
deſtroy his majeſty's loyal ſubjects; and, as if Pro- 
vidence would ſet a mark on the Livingſton family, 
their gunpowder mill, ſome. diſtance from their 
habitation, on Hudſon's River, was twice or thrice 
blown up in a ſhort time. 

The following miniſters did not go in with the 
Provincials, viz. The miniſters of the rhree Engliſh 
Churches inthe City, the Lutheran, Moravian, Qua- 
ker, and Methodift miniſters in the faid city. The 
conſequences of the New-England miniſters, and 
the other Preſbyterian, Baptiſt, and Seceder mi- 
niſters, having fo violently engaged in ſtirring up 
the people, and preaching up the glorious cauſe, 
and ſometimes calling it the Lord's cauſe, has had 
| E melancholy 
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4 Pe melancholy effects on great numbers of the peo- 
| ple. For inſtance, in the expedition againſt New- 
| | haven, Stratford, and Fairfield, laſt ſummer, a very 
(| aged man, was fo infatuated, as to attempt twice 
| to fire upon the ſoldiers paſſing his houſe, and 
| was both times prevented by an officer, who rea- 
| ſoned with him on ſo deſperate an enterprize, tel- 
| ling him his age called him from war, and adviſed 
1K him to go into his houſe. But on the officer's 
turning away, came the third time and actually 
fired: alſo the Preſident of the Preſbyterian Col- 
lege of Newhaven, ſtanding a few yards from the 
banks, as paſſing him, was fo inflamed with zeal in 
this good cauſe, as to fire at a ſoldier, but miſſing 
him, the ſoldier run upon him and cut him on the 
head and otherwiſe wounded him, but an officer 
interpoſed and. ſaved his life. Alſo a miniſter of 
the ſame place, ſuppoſed to have been firing from 
4 ſome of the houſes, finding the town would be 
j taken, and wanting to eſcape, jumped over a 
| 


fence and broke his leg, by which accident he was 
diſcovered. This account I had from a captain of 
| the Guides, a particular old acquaintance, who 
1 was an eye · witneſs. 
| Before this expedition, a proclamation was print+ 
ed, and ſent to thoſe towns, offering pardon and 
. protection to all the inhabitants, &c. that would 
1 lay down their arms and become peaceable ſub. 
if jects; but every offer being rejected, and daring 
| the general to do his worſt, and firing from their 
houſes, obliged the general to order theſe houſes 
to be ſet on fire, and then, though far more nu- 
merous, they ran like affrighted ſheep. 

A young man a carpenter, belonging tq the 
city of New-York, the night the city was ſet on 
fire, (by emiflaries employed by the rebels) 

actually 
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actually cut the ſtrings of ſome of the water buc- 
kets, at the very time the people were carrying 
water to the fire engines, in order to extinguiſh 
the fire, it making dreadful havock, altho' he 
muſt expected and had inflicted on him immediate 
death. -The fire was above all deſcription dread- 
ful, devouring all before it, in breadth about 3 
or 400 yards, and half a mile in length before it 
ſtopped, deſtroying 1132 dwelling houſes, beſides 


. warehouſes and other buildings, one large Engliſh 


church, the ſteeple 180 feet high, alſo a Luthern 
church. | 2 | 

To conclude with a few obſervations; the Con» 
greſs paper currency being greatly depreciated for 
a long time before I left the city, it was ſaid 12 
or 14 of theſe paper dollars only paſſed for one 
ſilver dollar-—All trade, external and internal, hav- 
ing been at an end theſe years paſt, from whence 
muſt their reſources come?—Perhaps it may be ob- 
jected, I could not know theſe things; but if for- 
mer obſervations are attended to, it will appear 
eaſy and creditable. 

A few months before I left the city, I had con- 
verſation with a Scotch gentleman, who came oft 
with his family along with an expedition, on heir 
return from-Virginia, (who lived near my houſe,) 
ſaid he being continually teaſed and harraſſed by 
the revolters, to take up arms, altho' near ſixty, 
made him glad to leave ap eſtate of ten thouſand 
pounds value, beſides loſing 20 negroes : I aſked 
him how the bulk of the Virginians now ſtood af- 
feed towards Government; © He anſwered, 
Eight in ten were now weary of their new maſters, 
that the people were burdened with taxes, and 
that their eſtates were taxed two or three times 
above their real value, and were forced to pay at 
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that rate, beſides the many other diſagreeable op- 
preſſions.“ | 

The rebel army have fuffered greatly for want 
of cloathing and rum, that country requiring 
fpirits mixed with the water they drink, other - 
wiſe fluxes and ſickneſs is a natural conſequence, 
if the water is drank alone. I have known eleven 
perſons, citizens, inſtantly drop down dead in one 
feaſon by drinking water alone. | 
As many people may be defirous of knowing 
the ſituation of the city of New-York, it ſtands 
on York Iſland, 15 miles in length, and before the 
fire 1776, the city covered the exterior point of 
the Ifland, reaching from the Eaſt River, facing 
Long Iſland, on the one fide, and Hudſon's River, 
facing New-Jerſey, on the other ſide; there is 
ſtrong batteries and barracks at the South. 


welt point of the iſland adjoining the city; here 


the two rivers meet and fall down to the Hook 
about 3o miles from the city; there is alſo what is 
called the Upper Barracks, on the North ſide of 
the city; the ſhipping generally furround the 


city; there is wany ſtrong batteries, and a large 


ſtrong fort about nine miles from the city, on ſaid 


iſla J; the inhabitants of the city about 50000 ; 


beſides 20000 troops or more have been conſtaatly 
kept on ſaid ifland, for near two years paſt, ex- 
cepting a few days, when a large party marched 
a few miles from the city, but returned without 
doing any thing: How then, is i poſſible the re- 
bellion ſhoald be over when our main army lays 


There was about 150 prirateers belonging to 


the city, fix of which were fitted out by the Refu- 


gees, juſt before I left it; and the inhabitants 


carry on their trades and buſinefs with as much 


un- 
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unconcernedneſs as if they had no enemy near, 
and J. doubt not their being more than a match 
for their enemies if aſſaulted. Finding room for 
another remark, which was begun at New-York, 
as foon as the rebels judged their ſtrength was 
ſafficient, as follows: His Excellency Governor 
Tryon fearing his perſon was not ſafe in the city, 
wrote the Mayor if he could give his word for his 
perſon being ſafe in the city; the Mayor knowing 
the diſſentets were bent on miſchief, anſwered, 
he could not promiſe protection and ſafety to the 
Governor's perſon at that time; the Governor 
therefore withdrew from the city, went on board 
the ſhip Dutcheſs of Gordon, lay along ſide of the 
Aſia man of war, ſome diſtance from the city, ſhe 
having given up her ftation fome time before, the 
rebels having ſtole away at night, a large number 
of the cannon ſhe had been fent to guard: The 
Governor's ſituation then was far from comfortable, 
the bread he got from time to time from the city, 
was ſmuggled by a certain baker, and the rebels 
increaſing in acts of hberty, a word much uſed in 
theſe days amongſt teachers and people: a ſmall 
loop having brought flour, &c. to the Aſia man 
of war from Efopus, about 109 miles up Hud- 
ſon's river, on her return, was immediately pur- 
ſued by armed men in boats, taken and burnt a 
few miles from-the man of war, and the men on 
board, fourteen in number, impriſoned ; nay, the 
men, for God's cauſe, was ſo exceeding zealous, 
as not to fuffer any of his majeſty's thips to have 
liberty to receive freth water from the uſual place 
on Staten Iſland, ſeveral miles from the city; hav- 
ing rifle-men lying behind the rocks hid, who 
fired on the boats and ſhips ihat attempted to ſup- 
ply themſelvez with that free element, and —_ 
ome 
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ſome of his Majeſty's ſervants, they not expecting 
any hindrance, and inſtead of returning gratitude for 
the man of war's lenity, in not deſtroying them and 
the city at firſt, were continually plotting and con- 
triving how the ſaid man of war might be deſtroy- 
ed; and I have obſerved from the beginning of 
the commotions, until I left the city, that the 
more yielding and lenity ſnewed towards the re- 
volters, the more they increaſed in their rebellious 
principles ; and ſhould they get their requeſt, that 
his Majeſty's troops, &c. ſhould be withdrawn, 


if in their power would certainly enlarge their do- 


minions; the Continent itſelf would not ſatisfy 
them. | | 

The following verſes wrote by Lord Raw- 
don, on opening a ſubſcription for the ne- 
ceſſitous, ſhewing the inclemency of the winter 
ſeaſon, and ſome other remarks, I ſuppoſe may 
be agreeable to many readers : 


« Now that hoar Winter, o'er the frozen plain, 
Has ſpread the horrors of his dreary reign ; 


Has bid, a while, the din of battle ceaſe, 


And mocks theſe regions with the maſk of peace; 
Once more the lenic verſe exerts her power, 
And claims the portion of a leiſure hour; 

To prompt the Jaugh, the brow of care to ſmooth, 


And chis fad land, alas, has cares to ſooth; 


To wake to pity, and, with ſoft controul, 
Melt into tender ſympathy, the ſoul; 
Vice to diſcourage, or, with bolder aim, 
Rouze to high deeds and point the way to fame ; 
Theſe are the ends which, from the earlieſt days, 
Have been the boaſt and object of che ſtage ; 
We have another obje& now in view, 

A tribute to our falling comrades duc, 


From 
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From us theic helpleſs infanis ſhall be fed, 

And fainting miſery receive its bread. 

O Britons! for your generous thirſt of fame, 

Has prov'd you worthy of the glorious name; 
Tho? ſcouting faction, intereſted band, 

At home aſperſe us, and, with envious hand,, 
Our well-earn'd laurels tear, the public weal 
Bids us not murmur whatſoe'er we feel. 

But to theſe. honour'd names, whoſe juſt applauſe, 
Rewards the champions of their country's caule ; 
Whoſe generous brealts feel for each ſoldier flain, 
Nor ſuffer blood, ſo ſhed, to flow in vain; 
Whoſe liberal hand allays the widow's prief, 

And to her ſtarving babes affords relief. 


Io thoſe whoſe bounty thus our toil aſſays, 


O friends, withhold not the ſull mead of praiſe; 
Their fair example bade our ſtage ariſe, 

Bleſt be th' amuſement which relief ſupplies, 
To infant wretchedneſs, to widow'd age, 

And the maim'd victim of the battle's rage; 
With you for judges and ſuch views as theſe, 
Tho? with ſuch anxious care and wiſh to pleale; 
No fears diſtreſs us, to ſecure applauſe, 

We'll plead no other merit but our cauſe.” 


